
16 OLD CHURCH STREET
Captain Benjamin Matthews Jr. (1823-1862)
Bought 16 Old Church St. on 2/21/1850, next door to his Aunt
and Uncle Isaac and Susannah (Matthews) Ryder. Benjamin’s
father was also a mariner. He purchased the home shortly before
his marriage to Mercy Walker of Harwich. In the 1850 census he
is listed as fisherman, the 1855 State census he is listed as
seaman, and the 1860 census as Master Mariner. On his head-
stone at the Ancient cemetery in Yarmouth he has the title
Captain. Captain Matthews passed away at age 39 in 1862 but the
home remained in the family until 1938. The home was pur-
chased from Elisha Doane’s daughters and sons-in-law after
Elisha’s death and presently on the property are remnants of the
Northside Ropeworks and the Pond Village Schoolhouse.
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